
Le Green Deal Européen, une vision climatique, 
industrielle ou géopolitique ? 

Forum Financier de Namur

22 Novembre 2022

Waste 

Management 



• 1 December 2019: New European Commission took office

• 11 December 2019: Presentation of the European Green Deal, the new EU Growth Strategy 

• 21 July 2020: Agreement on EU Recovery Plan and Budget by European Council

• 24 February 2022: Russian invasion of Ukraine

• 18 May 2022: The Commission presents REPowerEU

The EU Green Deal, some key milestones



Acte 1: Infancy



• The world’s population is projected to 
grow by almost one third to 10 billion by 
2050. 

• By 2050 there could be more plastic 
than fish in the sea

• Under the current climate pledges, the 
world is heading for a 3.2°C 
temperature rise 

• A sixth mass extinction of biodiversity is 
under way. 

Back in 2019
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Of the top 10 global risks, 5 are environmental

• Extreme weather events (#1)
• Failure of climate change mitigation and adaptation (#2)
• Natural disasters (#3)
• Man-made environmental disasters (#6)
• Biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse (#8)

* Based on answers from over 12,000 leaders from 124 economies

Back in 2019



In 2022 climate (in)action rank 1st despite many other 
risks (incl. Covid).

* Based on answers from over 12,000 leaders from 124 economies

Don’t expect short time improvement
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Response proposed by the European 
Commission

Priorities of the newly appointed Commission 2019 - 2024 

“I will propose a European Green Deal 
in my first 100 days in office”  

Ms Ursula von der Leyen
President of the European 

Commission
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The European Green Deal 



A team work across the 
Commission



1

1

A pathway toward Climate-neutrality by 
2050 



GDP

Net zero greenhouse 

gas emissions in 2050

At least - 55 % in 2030

GHG reduced by  23% between 1990 
and 2018, while the economy grew by 

61% over the same period

Possible?



Acte 2: “maladie de 
jeunesse”



Impact of Covid-19 crisis

• Covid started to hit the EU in March 2020, causing a deep economic shock

• Instead of a traditional economic stimulus the Commission proposed a “Green Recovery”.

• On 17 December Council approved making the recovery circular and green

• It includes a long-term budget of €1 074.3 billion for the EU27 and the Next Generation EU 

recovery instrument of €750 billion, 

• 30% of the total amount will support climate objective

➔ The Green Deal remains a strategic priority

https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1255071552883884032?lang=en


The Recovery and Resilience Facility
• The €672.5 billion facility - the heart of the Next Generation EU recovery instrument - will help 

member states address the economic and social impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

• It ensure support for the green and digital transitions, enabling EU countries' economies to become 

more sustainable and resilient.



Covid did not stop policy development

Presentation of the European Green Deal
11 December 2019

Presentation of the European Green Deal 
Investment Plan and the Just Transition 
Mechanism
14 January 2020

Proposal for a European climate law
Launch of public consultation on the European 
Climate Pact
4 March 2020

Adoption of a Circular Economy Action Plan, 
focusing on sustainable resource use
11 March 2020

Adoption of the European Industrial Strategy, a 
plan for a future-ready economy
10 March 2020

Presentation of the “Farm to fork strategy” to 
make food systems more sustainable
20 May 2020

Presentation of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 
2030 to protect the fragile natural resources on 
our planet
20 May 2020

Presentation of the EU strategies for energy 
system integration and hydrogen
8 July 2020



Presentation of the EU climate target plan
17 September 2020

Publication of Renovation wave strategy,
Methane strategy and Chemicals strategy for
sustainability
14 October 2020

Presentation of Offshore renewable energy
strategy
19 November 2020

Launch of the European Battery Alliance
10 December 2020

Launch of European Climate Pact
9 December 2020

Launch of the Recovery and Resilience Facility
11 February 2021

Launch of the « Fit for 55 package »
14 July 2021

And much more.... 

Covid did not stop policy development



Acte 3: Delivering



Transforming EU economy and society to 
meet climate ambitions

• On 14 July 2021, the European Commission adopted a set of proposals to 
make the EU's policies fit for reducing net greenhouse gas emissions by at 
least 55% by 2030, compared to 1990 levels. Those are negotiated as we 
speak.

• Achieving these emission reductions is crucial to Europe becoming the 
world's first climate-neutral continent by 2050 and making the European 
Green Deal a reality. 
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Delivering on the “Fit for 55” commitment
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The EU ETS, a cornerstone of climate policies

• “Cap and Trade” greenhouse gas emissions from around 10,000 installations 

from the power sector and industry in all EU Member States as well as 

airlines operating between these countries. This accounts for around 40% of 

EU's emissions.  

• By 2020, ETS stationary installations reduced their emissions by 42.8% 

compared to 2005.

New: - 4,2%



Proposed 2030 Climate ambition to deliver 

at least 55% net GHG reductions versus 1990

Existing ETS 

-61 % vs 2005

Including: 

power

centralized heat

energy 
transformation

energy intensive 
Industry

aviation (intra-EU)

maritime transport
(Intra- and 50% extra 

EU, only intra-EU 
covered by EU target)

Max 131 Mt 

CO2eq 

over 2021-

2025

LULUCF

-310 Mt CO2-eq

by 2030

For Total LULUCF 
emissions and 

removals

Effort sharing 
sectors 

-40 % vs 2005

Including: 

agriculture (energy CO2, 
non-CO2),

waste (non-CO2),

small industry and F-gases,

energy non-CO2,

other transport

ort

Full 

flexibility

Max 66 Mt 

CO2-eq

road transport, buildings,

New ETS

-43 % vs 2005

Max 131 Mt 

CO2eq 

over 2026-

2030
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New opportunities for innovation, 
investment and jobs

Creating 
jobs and 
growth

Improving 
our health 
and 
wellbeing

Reducing external 
energy 
dependency and 
strengthening 
security of supply

Reducing 
emissions

Addressing 
energy 
poverty



Leading the third industrial revolution

The electrification of the 
economy and the greater use of 
renewable energy should 
generate higher employment in 
these sectors. 

Increasing the energy efficiency 
of buildings will also create jobs 
in construction.

These proposals facilitate 
growing sales of clean new 
vehicles and cleaner 
transport fuels, providing 
major opportunities for the 
European car industry.

Even when they are from 
countries with less strict 
climate rules, companies 
importing into the EU will 
have to pay a carbon price
as well.



Decarbonising our energy system

new renewable energy target for 
2030

new 2030 energy efficiency targets 
for final and primary energy 
consumption

• The Commission also proposed to align the minimum tax 
rates for heating and transport with our climate objectives, 
while mitigating the social impact and supporting vulnerable 
citizens. 

• Reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030 requires higher 
shares of renewable energy in electricity production and greater energy 
efficiency.



The European Commission proposes more ambitious targets for reducing 
the CO2 emissions of new cars and vans.

Making transport sustainable for 
all

reduction of emissions from 
cars by 2030

reduction of emissions from 
vans by 2030

emissions from new cars 
by 2035



• The Social Climate Fund will mobilise EUR 72.2 billion for the period 2025-2032 to:

Addressing inequalities through the 
green transition

Support households, 
transport users, and 

micro-enterprises 
affected by the 

impact of the new 
ETS

Support investments 
in energy efficiency 
and renovation of 

buildings, clean 
heating and cooling

Provide direct 
income support for 

vulnerable 
households

Help finance zero-
and low-emission 

mobility



New targets to increase our natural carbon sink:

Working with nature to protect our 
planet and health

The new EU Forest Strategy will 
improve the quantity and quality of 
EU forests by: 
• Increasing forest coverage in 

the EU in respecting ecological 
principles 

• Improving the resilience of 
forests in the EU

The EU Biodiversity Strategy 
commits to plant at least 3 billion 
additional trees in the EU by 2030.

Old target Current carbon sink New target

! Too low

225 Mt 268 Mt 310 Mt



• We engage with our international partners for a shared commitment and joint 
action to reduce emissions by 2030 and aim to become climate-neutral economies 
by 2050. 

• We propose policies that ensure that products entering the EU market contributes to 
EU climate objectives (CBAM, Deforestation, Sustainable Products, Due Diligence).

Boosting global climate action

of the EU’s Neighbourhood, 
Development and International 
Cooperation Instrument supports 
climate objectives

of the world’s public climate finance 
comes from the EU and its Member 
States



A global level perspective



A global level perspective on 
climate challenges

The place to be



Acte 4: The age of war



REPowerEU is the European Commission’s plan to end the 

dependency on Russian fossil fuel imports. 

24 February 2022: Russian invasion of 
Ukraine



Repower EU to cute dependency on Russian Gas



Repower EU to cute dependency on Russian Gas



Cutting dependency = speed up Green Deal



Conclusion



• The Green Deal, announced in 2019 as a new « Growth Strategy to cut emissions 
while creating jobs » has remained the compass of EU policies despite a succession 
of crisis.

• By reframing the way we produce and consume it became the backbone of EU 
industrial strategy. Its impact on Trade policies keeps expanding. 

• The Green Deal ensures a frontrunner advantage to Europe in a +1,5° world and 
prepares the EU for more energy autonomy and security.

• Its external dimension will be crucial to ensure buy-in from partners and address 
resistances. The EU must demonstrate that a development pathway compatible 
with the objective of Paris Agreement is possible. 

Conclusion



Merci de votre attention 


